TOWN OF PINCHER CREEK COUNCIL
MEETING AGENDA
Monday, March 11, 2024 at 6:00 p.m.

Council Chambers, Town Hall
Teams Link

1. Call to Order

2. Scheduled Public Hearing

3. Agenda Approval

4. Scheduled Delegations

5. Adoption of Minutes

5.1 Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Council held on February 26, 2024 (Page 2)

6. Business Arising from the Minutes

7. Bylaws

8. New Business

8.1 Volunteer Appreciation Event (Page 7)

8.2 Sunrise Solar Project, Evolugen by Brookfield Renewables, Solar Power Plant Proposal -
Objection Letter (Page 9)

8.3 Pincher Creek & District Chamber of Commerce Trade Show (Page 17)

8.4 Proclamation request: Purple Day on March 26 for Epilepsy Awareness (Page 19)

8.5 5 Pin Bowlers Association — Lease Agreement (Page 26)

8.6 Fred Huddlestun Senior Centre Society Lease Agreement (Page 55)

8.7 Community Recreation and Event Centre Public Information Event (Page 64)

9. Council Reports

10. Administration
10.1 Distribution List (Page 66)

11. Closed Session Discussion

12. Notice of Motion

13. Adjournment

The next Regular Council Meeting is scheduled for March 25, 2024 AT 6:00 p.m.
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AGENDA ITEM NO: 8.1

Town of Pincher Creek

REQUEST FOR DECISION
Council or Committee of the Whole
SUBJECT: Volunteer Appreciation Event

PRESENTED BY: DATE OF MEETING:
D. Henderson, Chief Administrative Officer 3/11/2024
PURPOSE:

To invite Council members to the Volunteer Appreciation Event to be held April 18 from
5-7pm at the Community Hall. This invite includes a request for the Mayor or designate
to bring greetings and acknowledgement on behalf of the Town of Pincher Creek.

RECOMMENDATION:

That Council for the Town of Pincher Creek accepts the invitation to the 2024 Volunteer
Appreciation Event on April 18 and commits to providing a representative to speak and
bring greetings on behalf of the Town.

BACKGROUND/HISTORY:

National Volunteer Week is April 14 - 20. The Town annually recognizes volunteers and
holds an event in conjunction with the MD of Pincher Creek. Volunteers from all sectors
and programs are invited.

ALTERNATIVES:
That Council for the Town of Pincher Creek accept the invitation to the Volunteer
Appreciation Event for information.

IMPLICATIONS/SUPPORT OF PAST STUDIES OR PLANS:

Council Strategic Priorities Initiative 1.A. External Communication (collaboration with
stakeholders and community engagement) and 2.A. Promote and Support Community
Sustainability through Partnerships (collaboration with MD of Pincher Creek)

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:
This is a no-cost event for the volunteers, with the cost being split between the Town of
Pincher Creek and the MD of Pincher Creek. Approved in the budget process.

PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS:

National Volunteer Week is a significant nation-wide event that celebrates the
volunteers in our communities that help support local initiatives and organizations. The
community will appreciate Council's acknowledgement of their efforts.
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AGENDA ITEM NO: 8.2

Town of Pincher Creek

REQUEST FOR DECISION
Council or Committee of the Whole
SUBJECT: Sunrise Solar Project, Evolugen by Brookfield Renewables, Solar Power Plant
Proposal - Objection Letter

PRESENTED BY: DATE OF MEETING:
Lisa Goss, Legislative Service Manager 3/11/2024
PURPOSE:

For Council to consider a second objection letter to a proposed solar project located in
the Municipal District of Pincher Creek.

RECOMMENDATION:

That Council for the Town of Pincher Creek agree and approve the second objection
letter to Evolugen regarding a proposed Solar Power Plant Proposal in the Municipal
District of Pincher Creek.

BACKGROUND/HISTORY:

On May 16, 2023, at the request of the Municipal District of Pincher Creek, the
Intermunicipal Development Plan Committee met regarding a Sunrise Solar Project
proposed by Evolugen within the Urban Fringe land use district in the Municipal District.
The committee recommended that direction be given to the Oldman River Regional
Services Commission to formulate a joint (Town/MD) letter of opposition regarding the
project for Council(s) consideration. The first objection letter was approved by Council
at the June 26, 2023 regular meeting of Council.

Representatives of the Sunrise Solar Project attended the January 22, 2024 regular
Council meeting as a delegation providing an update on the project. A similar
presentation was made to the MD Council on January 23, 2024.

On January 29, 2024 the Intermunicipal Development Plan Committee met and directed
the Oldman River Regional Services Commission to formulate a secondary letter of
opposition joint with the Town of Pincher Creek and the Municipal District of Pincher
Creek to be presented to the respective Councils for consideration.

ALTERNATIVES:
That Council for the Town of Pincher Creek receives the information regarding the
Evolugen Proposed Solar Project - Objection Letter as presented.

IMPLICATIONS/SUPPORT OF PAST STUDIES OR PLANS:
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AGENDA ITEM NO: 8.3

Town of Pincher Creek

REQUEST FOR DECISION
Council or Committee of the Whole
SUBIJECT: Pincher Creek & District Chamber of Commerce Trade Show

PRESENTED BY: DATE OF MEETING:
D. Henderson, Chief Administrative Officer 3/11/2024
PURPOSE:

To determine which council members will attend the Town's booth at the Pincher Creek
& District Chamber of Commerce Trade Show on April 26 & 27.

RECOMMENDATION:
That Council for the Town of Pincher Creek appoints members to attend the 2024
Pincher Creek & District Chamber of Commerce Trade Show on April 26 & 27.

BACKGROUND/HISTORY:

Planning is underway for Pincher Creek & District Chamber of Commerce's Annual Trade
Show on April 26 and 27. It provides an opportunity for members of Council to engage
with community members and businesses and to share accomplishments and future
plans of the Town.

The Town of Pincher Creek historically books a booth near the entrance to the show
with members of Council filling the time slots to staff the booth. The Trade Show runs
Friday, April 26 from 3:00pm - 8:00pm and Saturday, April 27 from 10:00am - 4:00pm.

ALTERNATIVES:
That Council for the Town of Pincher Creek request that administration attend the
Chamber of Commerce trade show booth on April 26 & 27.

That Council for the Town of Pincher Creek decline the invitation to attend the 2024
Chamber of Commerce Trade Show. This has the potential to create negative public
perception for not supporting the local Chamber of Commerce.

IMPLICATIONS/SUPPORT OF PAST STUDIES OR PLANS:
Council Strategic Priorities Initiative 1.A. External Communication (collaboration with
stakeholders and community engagement)

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:
Fee for renting the booth ($325) and Council remuneration. If administration were to
attend the booth, costs may be higher due to paying staff wages, including overtime.
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Page 17



Page 18



AGENDA ITEM NO: 8.4

Town of Pincher Creek

REQUEST FOR DECISION
Council or Committee of the Whole
SUBJECT: Proclamation Request: Purple Day on March 26 for Epilepsy Awareness

PRESENTED BY: DATE OF MEETING:
D. Henderson, Chief Administrative Officer 3/11/2024
PURPOSE:

To respond to the Epilepsy Association of Calgary request to proclaim March 26 as
Purple Day for Epilepsy awareness.

RECOMMENDATION:
That Council for the Town of Pincher Creek direct administration to add Purple Day
(March 26) to support Epilepsy Awareness to the list in the Proclamations Policy 123-21.

BACKGROUND/HISTORY:
The Epilepsy Association of Calgary has requested the Town of Pincher Creek to
proclaim March 26th as Purple Day to support Epilepsy awareness.

The Town of Pincher Creek has a Proclamations Policy #123-21. Appendix A in the policy
has the list of current proclamations.

As per the policy it is the responsibility of the CAO to:

2.1.1 receive all requests for proclamations,

2.1.2 Approve in writing to the organization requesting the proclamation, provided the
organization is listed on Appendix A,

2.2.3 Ensure the proclamation is advertised on Town of Pincher Creek social media
accounts,

2.2.4 Take any additional proclamations not listed in Appendix A to Council for approval
and add those names to Appendix A.

The last time the Proclamation Policy was updated was June 28, 2021 and it is unknown
if Appendix A has had any updates since then .

ALTERNATIVES:
That Council for the Town of Pincher Creek accept the proclamation request for Purple
Day for Epilepsy Awareness as information.

IMPLICATIONS/SUPPORT OF PAST STUDIES OR PLANS:
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AGENDA ITEM NO: 8.5

Town of Pincher Creek

REQUEST FOR DECISION
Council or Committee of the Whole
SUBIJECT: 5 Pin Bowlers Association - Lease Agreement

PRESENTED BY: DATE OF MEETING:
Lisa Goss, Legislative Service Manager 3/11/2024
PURPOSE:

To provide Council for the Town of Pincher Creek with the Pincher Creek 5 Pin Bowlers
Association proposed new lease agreement for a potion of the Community Recreation
Complex (Plan 3380BD, Block1), the area known as the Bowling Lanes, Squash Courts,

and Related Foyer, Entrance and Washroom Space.

RECOMMENDATION:

That Council for the Town of Pincher Creek agree and approve the new five (5) year
Lease Agreement dated May 1, 2023 with the Pincher Creek 5 Pin Bowlers Association
for that portion of the Community Recreation Complex, Plan 3880BD, Block 1, described
as the Bowling Lanes, Squash Courts, Foyer, Entrance and Washroom Space for annual
payments of $5,782 and $300 for snow removal.

BACKGROUND/HISTORY:

The current lease agreement with the Pincher Creek 5 Pin Bowlers Association had a
term ending on April 30, 2023. In correspondence with the Manager of Chinook Lanes,
the only request for change is the amendment to the annual rent amount to $5782 (as
per Council resolution 22-409). No financial statements were provided to support this
decrease in rent compared to the current lease agreement.

"That Council for the Town of Pincher Creek agree and approve the Pincher Creek 5 Pin
Bowlers Association request for the proposed rent of $5782.00 effective January 1, 2023
for that portion of the Community Recreation Centre Plan 3880BD, Block 1, the area
known as the Bowling Lanes and Squash Courts."

The proposed new five (5) year Lease Agreement is similar to the previous lease which
includes $300 annually as a share of snow removal costs.

At the February 28, 2022 regular meeting, Council considered and approved a request
from the association waiving the rent for the 2021/2022 operating season. (Council
Resolution 22-076)

"That Council for the Town of Pincher Creek agree and approve the Pincher Creek 5 Pin
Bowlers Association request for support waiving the rent for the 2021/2022 operating

Page 1 of 3
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AGENDA ITEM NO: 8.6

Town of Pincher Creek

REQUEST FOR DECISION
Council or Committee of the Whole
SUBJECT: Fred Huddlestun Senior Centre Society Lease Agreement

PRESENTED BY: DATE OF MEETING:
Lisa Goss, Legislative Service Manager 3/11/2024
PURPOSE:

For Council to consider a request from the Fred Huddlestun Senior Citizen Centre
Society regarding the lease agreement for a portion of the Memorial Community Centre
Arena (Lot 1, Block 5, Plan 9111546).

RECOMMENDATION:

That Council for the Town of Pincher Creek direct administration to prepare an updated
lease agreement between the Town of Pincher Creek and the Fred Huddlestun Senior
Citizen Centre Society for a portion of the Memorial Community Centre Arena (Lot 1,
Block 5, Plan 9111546) including annual rent in the amount of $1100.

BACKGROUND/HISTORY:

Evidence in the file suggests that initially there was a 20 year lease agreement entered
into between the Town of Pincher Creek, the MD of Pincher Creek and the Fred
Huddlestun Senior Citizens Centre Society from 1975-1995. Upon renewal in 1996 the
annual rent was negotiated and increased from $100 to $1000. A new lease agreement
was entered into ending in May of 2016.

Representatives of the Huddlestun Senior Centre attended the October 9 and 22, 2012
Council meetings requesting funding to cover pool table repairs. Council at that time
agreed to cover the cost in an amount not to exceed $1200 from the Community Grant
Contingency.

The current agreement on file has a term ending on May 1, 2021. While the letter from
the Society requests free rent, no financial information was provided to support the
request. If Council decides to provide free rent to one not-for-profit society, others may
request the same treatmenijt.

ALTERNATIVES:

That Council for the Town of Pincher Creek direct administration to prepare an updated
lease agreement between the Town of Pincher Creek and the Fred Huddlestun Senior
Citizen Centre Society for a portion of the Memorial Community Centre Arena (Lot 1,
Block 5, Plan 9111546) including annual rent in the amount of $1.
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AGENDA ITEM NO: 8.7

Town of Pincher Creek

REQUEST FOR DECISION
Council or Committee of the Whole
SUBJECT: Community Recreation and Event Centre Public Information Event

PRESENTED BY: DATE OF MEETING:
D. Henderson, Chief Administrative Officer 3/11/2024
PURPOSE:

To discuss a Notice of Motion regarding the proposed Community Recreation & Event
Centre with all related details to be made available at a public information event.

RECOMMENDATION:

That Council for the Town of Pincher Creek agrees to provide, to the public, information
illustrating complete Concept, Engineering, Geotechnical details, construction cost
analysis, facility ownership, lease, partnership and proposed operating and
management projections related to the proposed Community Recreation and Event
Centre to be located at the Golf Course and that the above-described information be
made available in total, in a public information event to be scheduled not laterthan
April 17, 2024

BACKGROUND/HISTORY:

At the regular meeting of Council on February 26, 2024, Councillor Green brought
forward a Notice of Motion. The motion requests that the Town provide, to the public,
information illustrating complete Concept, Engineering, Geotechnical details,
construction cost analysis, facility ownership, lease, partnership and proposed
operating and management projections related to the proposed Community Recreation
and Event Centre to be located at the Golf Course and that the above-described
information be made available in total, in a public information event to be scheduled
not later than April 17, 2024.

The Centre is more commonly known as the new Curling Rink project. The curling club
has been approved for a $1 million CFEP grant for construction of a new facility,
attached to the golf course clubhouse.

ALTERNATIVES:
That Council for the Town of Pincher Creek receives for information the notice of
motion regarding the proposed Community Recreation and Event Centre public
information event.
IMPLICATIONS/SUPPORT OF PAST STUDIES OR PLANS:

Page 1 of 2
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10.1

Town of Pincher Creek
COUNCIL DISTRIBUTION LIST
March 11, 2024

Ite . .
No. Date Received From Information
1. | Feb 22,2024 | Alberta Municipalities Join the Ca.II to Keep Political Parties Out of
Local Elections
2. | Feb 23,2024 | MD Pincher Creek Council Appointments
3. | Feb 23,2024 | Town of Okotoks ABMunis Town South Director Update
4. | Feb 23,2024 | Town of Westlock Town of Westlock Vote
Melissa McKinley, Executive
’ 2023 A \ R I
5. | Feb 26,2024 | Director Policy, Planning and SSrv3e ie;rtgfnt acancy and Rental Cost
Analytics Branch Housing Division yRep
Municipal District of Pincher Creek No. 9 and
6. | Feb 27,2024 | MD Pincher Creek Village of Cowley - Water Crisis Mitigation
Solution - Regulatory Expediting
Regi ! ing MLC i h
7. | Feb 26,2024 | Alberta Municipalities egister today! Spring MLC is around the
corner
8. | Feb 29, 2024 | Municipal Services Letter from Minister Mclver - Budget 2024
9. | Feb27, 2024 Pmchey Crefek & District Pincher Frgek Mumupa.l Library Annual Report
Municipal Library and Statistics Infographic
10. | Feb 29, 2024 | AMEA AMEA bylaw session invite
11. | Mar1, 2024 | Minister Mclver Letter frorT.1 Minister Mclver - 'Intermun|C|paI
Collaboration Framework Review
) Lieutenant Governor of Alberta's September
Lieut tG
12. | Mar 1, 2024 | Lieutenant Governor 2023-February 2024 Update
13. | Mar1, 2024 | Minister Mclver Letter from Minister Mclver - Budget 2024
14. | Feb 29, 2024 | Citizen Letter
AB is” Prelimi R t on Alberta’s 2024
15. | Mar1,2034 | Alberta Municipalities munis-Frefiminary Report on Albertars
Budget
2024 Minister's Awards for Municipal and
16. | Mar 7,2024 | Municipal Services  viinister's Awards Tor Municipatan
Public Library Excellence
. D . .
17. | Mar7,2024 | Alberta Health Services Share your Insights | Developing a Collective

Community Health Framework
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FW: Join the Call to Keep Political Parties Out of Local Elections

Doug Henderson <cao@pinchercreek.ca>
Thu 2/22/2024 5:31 PM

To:Kristie Green <payroll@pinchercreek.ca>

[l 3 attachments (223 KB)

2023-02-22 Key Messages on Political Parties for MLAs citizens etc.docx; Political Parties - Media Event - Social Post
Examples.docx; Government of Alberta Survey Results.png;

Distribution List please.

Doug Henderson, CLGM
CAO

email: cao@pinchercreek.ca
phone: (403) 627-3156

Town of Pincher Creek, 962 St. John Ave (Box 159) Pincher Creek, AB TOK1WO

f www.pinchercreek.ca

From: Tyler Gandam <president@abmunis.ca>

Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2024 2:24 PM

To: Doug Henderson <cao@pinchercreek.ca>

Subject: Join the Call to Keep Political Parties Out of Local Elections

Dear Mayors, Councillors, and CAOs,

A public survey, an ABmunis resolution, and results of the province’s own consultation processes indicate that
Albertans do not want to see the encroachment of political parties at the local level. Despite this, the Government
of Alberta has not committed to abandoning plans to enable parties to be included on local election ballots.

Today, ABmunis hosted a media availability calling for a commitment from the Government of Alberta to listen to
Albertans. We need your help to amplify our call so that all political parties know Albertans’ local leaders want
local elections to be independent.

Attached for you to adapt and use are:

e Messages you can select from and adapt for local media; for email, letters or conversations with
your local MLA; or for conversations with interested Albertans. (There are more messages than you
would likely use in one communication so you can select and adapt the ones that will resonate best
with your audience)

e Social media post examples and images.

We also encourage you to follow and share ABmunis’ social media posts on LinkedIn, Twitter, and Facebook.

Don’t hesitate to reach out if you have questions or ideas related to ABmunis’ campaign to keep local elections
independent.

Thank you
Pade 67



Tyler Gandam | President

E: president@abmunis.ca
300-8616 51 Ave Edmonton, AB T6E GEG

Toll Free: 310-MUNI | 877-421-
6644 | www.abmunis.ca

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are
addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the sender. This message contains confidential information and is

intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named addressee, you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this email.

We respectfully acknowledge that we live, work, and play on the traditional

and ancestral territories of many Indigenous, First Nations, Métis, and Inuit peoples.

We acknowledge that what we call Alberta is the traditional and ancestral territory of many peoples,
presently subject to Treaties 4, 6, 7, 8 and 10 and Six Regions of the Métis Nation of Alberta.
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Messages on keeping local elections independent.

The following messages are provided for you to adapt and use in letters, emails
or conversations with your MLA or communication with other interested
Albertans. The messages are grouped into themes, and you are encouraged to
select a couple that are most relevant to your audience.

We all represent Albertans.

Given the size of Alberta and Canada, political parties are necessary at the provincial
and federal levels.

However, at the local level, Albertans don’t see political parties as adding value.

Survey Results

Since 2020, Albertans have indicated through three surveys, two of which were
conducted by the provincial government, that they do not want to see political parties
introduced in local elections.

Through a 2020 provincial government survey on the Local Authorities Election Act
(LAEA), Albertans commented that they do not want to see increased partisanship or
increased influence of campaign donations at the local level.

The results of a public survey, conducted by Janet Brown Opinion Research on behalf
of ABmunis in early September 2023, indicate that most Albertans do not support
the introduction of political parties at the local level. Specifically:

o Sixty-eight per cent (68%) of respondents indicated that they would prefer to
see municipal candidates run as individuals. Only 24 per cent of respondents
would prefer to see municipal candidates run as members of a political party.

o More than 80 per cent (81%) agree that municipal officials who are part of a
political party would vote along party lines and not necessarily in the best
interest of the community.

o Sixty-nine per cent (69%) of respondents think that political parties would
make municipal governments more divisive and less effective.

Results from the Government of Alberta’s November 2023 survey on proposed
changes to the LAEA show that 70 per cent of Albertans are opposed to the
introduction of political parties at the local level.

Good Governance

Page 70

While political parties are an important part of the parliamentary system at the
provincial and federal level, they are not a good fit with local government legislation
and processes in Alberta.

Political parties could contravene the Municipal Government Act (MGA) where it
requires a councillor to consider the interests of the municipality as a whole and not
the interests of the success of the party in decision making.



Political parties would create an environment where all issues are discussed in
private by party members resulting in a whipped vote versus the current system
which encourages debate and openness to changing your mind based on public
hearings and council discussion.

In the United Kingdom, local elections are seen as referendums for higher levels of
government, and we don’t want to create that environment here.

Parties could also lead to money being raised in one part of the province being used
to influence the election in another region. This would again take the focus away
from keeping local elections local.

The Government of Alberta has spent years encouraging municipal governments to
collaborate at a regional level to save money for Albertans. Introducing political
parties at the local level could make regional collaboration an even more difficult
task.

Some councils have struggled with good governance, but political parties could make
problems like split councils worse, not better.

Voter Turnout

Vancouver and Montreal have political parties but have similar or sometimes lower
voter turnout than comparable Canadian cities where political parties are not
featured in local elections.

Trust and Integrity
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We recognize there is currently nothing preventing candidates from running on slates
or for political parties, other than an historic lack of success.

However, changes to legislation could be made that might make it easier for political
parties or slates of candidates to raise funds. We know from previous reviews of the
election rules that Albertans want to see less money involved in local elections, not
more.

The mandate letter from Premier Danielle Smith to Minister of Municipal Affairs Ric
Mclver instructed him to collaborate with Minister of Justice Mickey Amery to review
the Local Authorities Election Act (LAEA) and make recommendations for any
necessary amendments to “strengthen public trust in and the integrity of our
municipal election laws”.

We believe the best way to strengthen trust and integrity is to listen to Albertans
when they say they do not want political parties at the local level.



Social Media Post Examples

Example 1

The province's survey shows that over 70% of Albertans don't want political parties in municipal elections.
To date, no one from the provincial government has explained what real or perceived problems the
introduction of political parties to municipal elections would fix.

That is why | encourage you to write to our MLA <<NAME>> and tell <<her or him>> to listen to the
majority of voters.

#ABmunis #ABpoli #ABleg

Example 2

70% of Albertans have said they do not want the divisiveness of political parties disrupting their
communities. Municipal elected officials need to continue to work on local challenges and not focus on
the interests of their parties.

| encourage you to write to our MLA <<NAME>> and tell <<her or him>> to listen to the majority of voters.

#ABmunis #ABpoli #ABleg

Example 3
Albertans don't want political parties in their municipal elections. Elected officials should stay focused on
their community's challenges and not on political agendas.

That is why | encourage you to share this information with your network and write to our MLA <<NAME>>
and tell <<her or him>> to listen to Albertans.

#ABmunis #ABpoli #ABleg

Example 4
Albertans don't want political parties in their municipal elections. Elected officials should stay focused on
their community's challenges and not on political agendas.

Learn more about this topic in this Edmonton Journal article: Opinion: Albertans don't want party politics
in local elections | Edmonton Journal

#ABmunis #ABpoli #ABleg

2024-02-22 |
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FW: Council Appointments

Doug Henderson <cao@pinchercreek.ca>
Fri 2/23/2024 4:39 PM
To:Kristie Green <payroll@pinchercreek.ca>

DL please

Doug Henderson, CLGM
CAO

email: cao@pinchercreek.ca
phone: (403) 627-3156

Town of Pincher Creek, 962 St. John Ave (Box 159) Pincher Creek, AB TOK1WO0

f www.pinchercreek.ca

From: Jessica McClelland <AdminExecAsst@mdpinchercreek.ab.ca>
Sent: Wednesday, February 14, 2024 1:55 PM

To: Doug Henderson <cao@pinchercreek.ca>

Subject: Council Appointments

Good Afternoon,

Please note that due to the resignation of Harold Hollingshead, Council appointed Councillor Tony
Bruder to the Police Advisory Committee. His contact information is below.

Councillor Tony Bruder
Phone: 403-360-4789

CouncilDivl @mdpinchercreek.ab.ca

Thank you and let me know if you have any further questions.

Jessica McClelland

Executive Assistant

Municipal District of Pincher Creek No. 9
1037 Herron Drive, PO Box 279

Pincher Creek, AB TOK-1WO

Phone: 403-627-3130
Communications@mdpinchercreek.ab.ca

Emails and associated attachments are confidential and intended solely for the individual or entity to whom they
have been addressed. In the event you have received this email by mistake, please notify the sender and delete it
from your email system. Disclosing, copying, or distributing this information is strictly prohibited. We do not
accept any liability from software viruses that may have been transmitted via email, or associated attachments.
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FW: ABMunis Town South Director Update

Doug Henderson
Fri 2/23/2024 4:51 PM
To:Kristie Green <

U 3 attachments (223 KB)
2023-02-22 Key Messages on Political Parties for MLAs citizens etc.docx; Political Parties - Media Event - Social Post
Examples.docx; Government of Alberta Survey Results.png;

DL please

Doug Henderson, CLGM
CAO

email: cao@pinchercreek.ca
phone: (403) 627-3156

Town of Pincher Creek, 962 St. John Ave (Box 159) Pincher Creek, AB TOK1WO0

f www.pinchercreek.ca

From: Tanya Thorn <tthorn@okotoks.ca>
Sent: Friday, February 23, 2024 11:25 AM

To: Tanya Thorn <tthorn@okotoks.ca>

Cc: ala@abmunis.ca

Subject: ABMunis Town South Director Update

Happy Friday Towns South Mayors, Councillors & CAQ’s,

It is that time again for my short and sweet Director update © Happy reading. If there is anything | didn’t
provide information on let me know.

Budget Webinar

On February 29, the Government of Alberta will release its budget for the 2024-25 fiscal year. As usual,
our ABmunis team will conduct a comprehensive analysis and release a report the day after that outlines
how the 2024-25 provincial budget supports municipalities.

In addition to our report, we will host a webinar on March 1, 2024, at 3:00 — 4:30 p.m. where we will
walk through the numbers, share our perspectives, and provide you the opportunity to ask questions. If
you aren’t free at that time, don’t worry, we will record it and share a link to the video in the next
edition of our weekly newsletter. Any municipal elected official or municipal employee is welcome to
attend the budget webinar. Register for the webinar today!
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Spring Municipal Leaders Caucus Mar 14-15

We have an amazing agenda for this event . View the MLC agenda There are 43 of us attending so far

from Towns South. | am proposing an unofficial Towns South Meet N Greet on the Wednesday night at
7:30pm at Craft Beer for anyone who is in Town by then. This will give us a chance to catch up and talk
about impacts of the budget. Let me know if you can make it.

If you are still interested we are accepting registrations still.

Municipal Political Parties

It appears that the Government of Alberta is still moving forward on this discussion even though the
feedback they have received indicates Albertans do not want this. Yesterday ABMunis hosted a media
event on the topic asking GOA to listen to Albertans. We need your help to amplify our call so that all
political parties know Albertans’ local leaders want local elections to be independent.

Attached for you to adapt and use are:

e Messages you can select from and adapt for local media; for email, letters or conversations
with your local MLA; or for conversations with interested Albertans. (There are more
messages than you would likely use in one communication so you can select and adapt the
ones that will resonate best with your audience)

e Social media post examples and images.

We also encourage you to follow and share ABmunis’ social media posts on LinkedIn, Twitter, and
Facebook.

Drought Preparations and Water Conservation- 2024

| have been appointed to the Provinces Water Advisory Committee. | am still waiting on details so will
share when | have more information. If you have any issues you want raised, or ideas on how to
advance water management send them my way. | would love to hear what you are doing in your
community for messaging, reductions etc. It is going to be an interest Spring/Summer/Fall ahead and
we will need to work together.

ABmunis was invited to the voluntary water-sharing agreement meeting in Calgary on Friday, February 9.
The objective of the meetings is to agree to a voluntary, collaborative, reduction in water use in the
event of a drought. The primary discussions were between the major water license holders in the
Southern tributaries, Bow, Oldman, and Red Deer river basins (irrigation districts, large industrial, large
municipalities and Transalta.) Discussions centred on potential demand restrictions, triggers used to
drive decisions, forecasts, reservoir storage and low river flows. Further water-sharing agreements are
scheduled to take place on March 1 and March 13.

We are hosting a session at the Spring MLC to further discuss this topic. So hope to see many of you in
March

Alberta Municipalities and the Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) have worked together to develop a
series of online seminars on drought and water management ahead of what is quickly shaping up to be
an extremely dry spring and summer in Alberta.

The following webinar is designed for municipalities of ALL sizes and locations:
paRraparing Southern Municipalities for Drought: Friday, March 8, from 1to 2 p.m.




To register, click on the link. They online seminars will feature speakers from Alberta Environment and
municipalities who share their advice on preparing for water shortages.

Helpful drought-related links:

The Government of Alberta offers several helpful online resources for municipalities of all sizes and
locations. They include:

e The provincial government's Drought web page provides updates, including a recorded
presentation of the current drought forecast, the preparation plan and specific information for
municipalities.

e Regular updates for specific watersheds throughout Alberta. Click here to sign up.

Access to Healthcare- Medical First Responder (MFR) & EMS

The Alberta government announced two streams of funding for their Medical First Response (MFR)
program. An increase of 1.35 million that can go towards equipment and tools for training first medical
responders and an additional $2.5 million in funding to offset costs in providing the MFR programs. This
is still not enough to cover our costs but is a move in the right direction.

The province has established a new standing committee, the Alberta EMS Standing Committee
(AEMSSC), to inform the ongoing evaluation of the EMS system and provide recommendations for
improvement. Taralyn ElImwood, Mayor of the Village of Alberta Beach, was appointed to represent
ABmunis on the AEMSSC.

Extended Producer Responsibility—Next Steps Post Registration

The Alberta Recycling Management Authority is the oversight body on EPR. They have been hosting
webinars on the transition plan. Here is link to one from last week and the upcoming ones.

e Current State, February 14: Webinar recording.

e Future State: Wednesday, February 28, from noon to 2 p.m.
e Transition Plan: Wednesday, March 13, from noon to 2 p.m.
e Register for these webinars here.

o For municipalities who registered for the transition by December 312, 2023 will be eligible for EPR
programs that begin on April 1, 2025.

» Municipalities who register after December 31, 2023 will have their EPR programs come online on
October 1, 2026.

» Producer Responsibility Organizations (PROs) will now begin contacting those municipalities who
registered to schedule discovery meetings.
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Convention Registration & Resolutions

Resolutions — deadline is May 31%t. Remember the process for a seconder has changed. Beginning this year, the
"mover" municipality and the "seconder" municipality must represent two of the following categories:

e Population of less than 2,500

e Population between 2,500 and 10,000

e Population greater than 10,000.
https://www.abmunis.ca/news/seek-change-sponsor-resolutions

Convention will be in Red Deer this year at Westerner Park Sep 25 — 27. Hotel room blocks will be listed

on the website and be available for booking April 2nd,
https://www.abmunis.ca/events/2024-convention-trade-show

Business Services Highlight: Insurance & Risk Services

Our regional representative for all business services is Ala Lada. Ala is based in Calgary so it is easier for
him to come for a visit. | encourage you to reach out to him if you want to understand our business
services better and if you have questions on your current products. | have copied him on this email so
you all have his email address. As a reminder we can provide services to your municipality, and local
non-profits. We are also seeing a growing number of school boards putting money in our High Interest
Savings Account so don’t be afraid to tell them about it. It is currently paying 5.5% interest. This month
I am talking insurance....

In 2024, our insurance reciprocal — MUNIX — offset premiums by providing a rebate of $3.3M to shield
members from market shocks. This is a significant value of using our business services. Not only does it
support our advocacy work but we work extremely hard to keep insurance rates down. This rebate
directly decreases your costs.

2024 Insurance renewal highlights:

COVERAGE IMPROVEMENTS:

« General Liability Policy: Coverage is now available up to $50,000,000.

o Property Policy: Loss of Business Income has been expanded to actual business income loss
following a covered loss. The business income amount must be declared, and coverage amounts
must be agreed by the insurer prior to loss. If no amount is declared, only $25,000 can be claimed
for business income losses per claim.

o Cyber Liability: Any member who does not have its own Cyber insurance policy and participates in
the included Cyber program can claim ransomware coverage up to $100,000. This limit was
increased this year from $50,000 per claim and has been automatically applied to your Program
Cyber Liability Policies. No action is required on your part and there is no additional premium for
this enhancement.

» In addition to these coverage improvements, an in-depth review of our Property Wordings was
completed resulting in further enhancements, coverage clarification, and changes to select sub-

Paglgn;;ts and deductibles.



Information for participating members:
» Participating members were provided with detailed information about their coverages and
premiums in their insurance renewal packages. Also included were three informative documents:
Your Property Insurance Policy has Changed, Special Conditions Highlights and What’s New in
2024. | encourage participating members to review these documents in detail and reach out to Ala
or your Insurance Advisor to discuss your policy details at any time.

Elected Officials Education Program

» Course dates have been announced for most courses for the 2024 year.
o Corporate Planning and Finance Course
o Online offering in April and October
« Effective Meetings Course
o In person at ABmunis Convention in Red Deer on September 24
o In person at RMA’s Convention in Edmonton on November 4
o Public Engagement Course
o In person at ABmunis Convention in Red Deer on September 24
o In person at RMA’s Convention in Edmonton on November 4
» Regional Partnerships and Collaboration Course
o Online offering is planned for late spring.
» Learn more at ecep.ca.

Okay that wraps it up for me. Have a fabulous weekend everyone and | look forward to seeing you in
March. Let me know if you are planning to come to the Towns South Meet N Greet!

Tanya

Tanya Thorn, BA, ICD.D (she/her)
Blackfoot Name: Odhkotok Aakii
Mayor, Town of Okotoks | Director Towns South, Alberta Municipalities

0. 403-938-8904 E. tthorn@okotoks.ca

www.okotoks.ca

Be kind whenever possible.
It is always possible.

- Dalai Lama
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Facebook: @TanyaThornOkotoksMayor
Instagram: (@tanya.thorn

Twitter: @Thorn4Okotoks

LinkedIn: @Tanya-Thorn
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Messages on keeping local elections independent.

The following messages are provided for you to adapt and use in letters, emails
or conversations with your MLA or communication with other interested
Albertans. The messages are grouped into themes, and you are encouraged to
select a couple that are most relevant to your audience.

e We all represent Albertans.

e Given the size of Alberta and Canada, political parties are necessary at the provincial
and federal levels.

e However, at the local level, Albertans don’t see political parties as adding value.

Survey Results

e Since 2020, Albertans have indicated through three surveys, two of which were
conducted by the provincial government, that they do not want to see political parties
introduced in local elections.

e Through a 2020 provincial government survey on the Local Authorities Election Act
(LAEA), Albertans commented that they do not want to see increased partisanship or
increased influence of campaign donations at the local level.

e The results of a public survey, conducted by Janet Brown Opinion Research on behalf
of ABmunis in early September 2023, indicate that most Albertans do not support
the introduction of political parties at the local level. Specifically:

0 Sixty-eight per cent (68%) of respondents indicated that they would prefer to
see municipal candidates run as individuals. Only 24 per cent of respondents
would prefer to see municipal candidates run as members of a political party.

0 More than 80 per cent (81%) agree that municipal officials who are part of a
political party would vote along party lines and not necessarily in the best
interest of the community.

0 Sixty-nine per cent (69%) of respondents think that political parties would
make municipal governments more divisive and less effective.

e Results from the Government of Alberta’s November 2023 survey on proposed
changes to the LAEA show that 70 per cent of Albertans are opposed to the
introduction of political parties at the local level.

Good Governance

e While political parties are an important part of the parliamentary system at the
provincial and federal level, they are not a good fit with local government legislation
and processes in Alberta.

e Political parties could contravene the Municipal Government Act (MGA) where it
requires a councillor to consider the interests of the municipality as a whole and not
the interests of the success of the party in decision making.
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Political parties would create an environment where all issues are discussed in
private by party members resulting in a whipped vote versus the current system
which encourages debate and openness to changing your mind based on public
hearings and council discussion.

In the United Kingdom, local elections are seen as referendums for higher levels of
government, and we don’t want to create that environment here.

Parties could also lead to money being raised in one part of the province being used
to influence the election in another region. This would again take the focus away
from keeping local elections local.

The Government of Alberta has spent years encouraging municipal governments to
collaborate at a regional level to save money for Albertans. Introducing political
parties at the local level could make regional collaboration an even more difficult
task.

Some councils have struggled with good governance, but political parties could make
problems like split councils worse, not better.

Voter Turnout

Vancouver and Montreal have political parties but have similar or sometimes lower
voter turnout than comparable Canadian cities where political parties are not
featured in local elections.

Trust and Integrity
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We recognize there is currently nothing preventing candidates from running on slates
or for political parties, other than an historic lack of success.

However, changes to legislation could be made that might make it easier for political
parties or slates of candidates to raise funds. We know from previous reviews of the
election rules that Albertans want to see less money involved in local elections, not
more.

The mandate letter from Premier Danielle Smith to Minister of Municipal Affairs Ric
Mclver instructed him to collaborate with Minister of Justice Mickey Amery to review
the Local Authorities Election Act (LAEA) and make recommendations for any
necessary amendments to “strengthen public trust in and the integrity of our
municipal election laws”.

We believe the best way to strengthen trust and integrity is to listen to Albertans
when they say they do not want political parties at the local level.


https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/bf7f9a42-a807-49b3-8ba3-451ae3bc2d2f/resource/5b7a558b-c170-4032-984e-946b496cc344/download/ma-mandate-letter-municipal-affairs-2023.pdf

Social Media Post Examples

Example 1

The province's survey shows that over 70% of Albertans don't want political parties in municipal elections.
To date, no one from the provincial government has explained what real or perceived problems the
introduction of political parties to municipal elections would fix.

That is why | encourage you to write to our MLA <<NAME>> and tell <<her or him>> to listen to the
majority of voters.

#ABmunis #ABpoli #ABleg

Example 2

70% of Albertans have said they do not want the divisiveness of political parties disrupting their
communities. Municipal elected officials need to continue to work on local challenges and not focus on
the interests of their parties.

| encourage you to write to our MLA <<NAME>> and tell <<her or him>> to listen to the majority of voters.

#ABmunis #ABpoli #ABleg

Example 3
Albertans don't want political parties in their municipal elections. Elected officials should stay focused on
their community's challenges and not on political agendas.

That is why | encourage you to share this information with your network and write to our MLA <<NAME>>
and tell <<her or him>> to listen to Albertans.

#ABmunis #ABpoli #ABleg

Example 4
Albertans don't want political parties in their municipal elections. Elected officials should stay focused on
their community's challenges and not on political agendas.

Learn more about this topic in this Edmonton Journal article: Opinion: Albertans don't want party politics
in local elections | Edmonton Journal

#ABmunis #ABpoli #ABleg

2024-02-22 [
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Town of Westlock Vote

Doug Henderson <cao@pinchercreek.ca>

Fri 2/23/2024 5:37 PM

To:Managers and Directors <ManagersandDirectors@pinchercreek.ca>

Cc:Andrea Hlady <fcss@pinchercreek.ca>;Kim Uhersky <communications@pinchercreek.ca>;Kim Kozak <development@pinchercreek.ca>;Kristie Green
<payroll@pinchercreek.ca>

For your information, in case you are curious about Thursday’s vote. Could impact what ToPC Council does now.
Crosswalk-Flagpole Vote

In September 2023, the Town received a petition advocating for the implementation of a 'Crosswalk and Flagpole Bylaw.'

Following the legislative procedures, this petition was formally verified on October 30, 2023, in accordance with the guidelines established by
the Municipal Government Act (MGA).

In compliance with MGA protocols concerning public petitions, a bylaw reflecting the statements made in the petition was drafted and
subsequently introduced to the Council during the Regular Meeting of Council on November 27, 2023.

As mandated by the MGA, Council was bound to give the bylaw first reading. After this, Council was required to either proceed with the second
and third readings of the bylaw or take the decision to ratepayers in a municipal vote.

Ballot question

Do you agree that:

e Only Federal, Provincial and Municipal flags may be flown on flagpoles on Town of Westlock municipal property.
e All crosswalks in the Town of Westlock must be the standard white striped pattern between two parallel white lines.
e The existing rainbow coloured crosswalk in the Town of Westlock be removed.
UPDATE: FEBRUARY 22, 2024 at 9:32 p.m.
Unofficial Results of the Crosswalk and Flagpole Bylaw 2023-14 vote

YES 663

NO 639

Doug Henderson, CLGM
CAO

email: cao@pinchercreek.ca
phone: (403) 627-3156

Town of Pincher Creek, 962 St. John Ave (Box 159) Pincher Creek, AB TOK1WOQ

f www.pinchercreek.ca

Page 83



Kristie Green

Subject: FW: 2024 Apartment Vacancy and Rental Cost Survey Report

Sent on behalf of Melissa McKinley

Dear Laurie Wilgosh:

On behalf of Seniors, Community and Social Services, | would like to thank you and your staff for participating
in the 2023 Apartment Vacancy and Rental Cost Survey (AVS). Your contribution to this initiative ensures the
AVS is an accurate reflection of rental information in 63 communities across rural Alberta.

| am pleased to provide you with a link to download your online copy of the 2023 AVS report:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/2369-8780

Printed copies of the 2023 AVS report may also be purchased from the Alberta King’s Printer at a cost of
$35.95 plus GST.

Alberta King’s Printer Telephone: 780-427-4952

Park Plaza Building Fax: 780-452-0668

5% Floor, 10611 - 98 Avenue E-mail: kings-printer@gov.ab.ca
Edmonton AB T5K 2P7 Internet: www.kings-printer.alberta.ca

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the survey, or the collection and use of the information
gathered, please contact Ryan Roth, Data and Reporting Analyst, Housing Division, Seniors, Community and
Social Services, at 780-644-2610 (toll-free by 